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Professional Background

Didier Musso underwent medical training in microbiology and infectious diseases in the Medicine
school of Marseille. After having obtained MD and Master degree, he went to Tahiti, French Polyne-
sia. In French Polynesia he was director of a private diagnosis laboratory, then medical council of the
Ministry of Health of French Polynesia. After medical training in blood transfusion he worked in the
blood bank of French Polynesia. In 2011 he was nominated by the government of French Polynesia
“Director of the diagnosis laboratory “of the Louis Malarde Institute, a public health and research
institute. In this institute he created by grouping previous entities the “Unit of emerging Infectious
Diseases”. Since 2012 he is director of the “diagnosis laboratory” and of the “Unit of emerging Infec-
tious Diseases” of the Institut Louis Malardé. He has an accreditation to supervise research (Habili-
tation a Diriger des Recherches)

Research

His research interests focus on endemic French Polynesian and Pacific infectious diseases; especially
arboviroses, leptospirosis, tuberculosis and lymphatic filariasis.

His research unit was leading most of the research programs conducted in French Polynesia when
the Zika virus emerged in this country in late 2013, especially the description of the severe compli-
cation of Zika virus infection and the non vector-borne transmission of the virus. He is author of
co-author of more than 110 publications in the field of infectious diseases, including 17 publications
in the Lancet and Lancet infectious disease, and about 60 publications about Zika virus.
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